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America’s healthcare facilities and medical professionals are perceived as the best in the world. Yet our healthcare system appears to be outdated or even broken, with persistent challenges regarding access to care, quality, affordability and convenience.
Keeping our nation competitive requires innovative approaches and initiatives from both public and private sectors. To meet our responsibility and provide healthcare for all Americans, including the most vulnerable citizens, we must confront the rising cost of care, strengthen the doctor-patient relationship with support for the medical home, and implement programs that deliver reliable, high-quality and reasonably priced healthcare to all who need it.
Today, telemedicine technology is stepping into this role. Through the use of advanced telecommunications and computer networking technologies, physicians are not only able to consult with one another but are also able to consult with patients, diagnose and treat specific medical problems. A physician with advanced and complicated telemedicine systems can actually perform complicated and invasive procedures on patients remotely located. Though once considered extraordinary and experimental, the practice of telemedicine is now considered to be effective and well accepted by both the medical community and the patients receiving the services.

